AER Yout h Regio na l N et work
YRN at a g lan c e
Created by the Assembly of European Regions (AER), the Youth Regional Network (YRN) is a platform of
reg io nal-lev el yout h par lia m ent s, coun cils an d organ is ation s from the wider Europe.
Established in November 2008 by 90 participants from 25 countries and more than 50 regions, the
platform provides a truly u niqu e foru m giving young people from diverse regions a collective voice on
the European stage while introducing a European dimension to youth policy in those regions. YRN’s
objectives include: networking, influencing policy, exchanging best practice and experience as well as
promoting sustainable governance.
How do w e wo rk?
Members of the Network gather twice a year: during Spring and Autumn sessions.
The Network is chaired by the President and the Presidium. The Presidium is composed by the Heads of
Committees and by the president, vice-presidents and the treasure.
Who ar e Y RN mem bers?
Membership is open to all young people aged 15 -30 year s old , who are representatives of regionallevel youth parliaments, councils and/or organizations from the wider Europe.
Wha t is ‘ yout h par l ia m ent, yout h co unc i l an d youth or ga nisat ion’?
These are all forms of youth voice engaged in community decision-making on regional level. It also
applies to all youth consultative bodies for more representative political bodies at regional levels of
government.
Wha t do es ‘w id er Euro p e’ appl y to ?
These are the regions of the member states of the Council of Europe as well as other European
regions respecting the basic fundamental principles of the Council of Europe.
Wh y to g et in volved i n Y RN ?
We are deeply convinced that the principle of su bs idiar it y should be applied to all decision-making
processes, thus, all political decisions affecting youth should be taken as closely as possible to young
citizens. By our initiatives and actions we want to make sure that young people’s voice is heard by policy
makers. That’s why YRN aims at helping you to make your voice heard at regional level with a strong
support of other youth organizations from all over Europe!
How to join Y RN?
If you are…
- a member of youth parliament/council/organisation in your region,
- between 15 and 30 years old,
- keen on meeting people from all over Europe,
- thinking of how to have your say on issues affecting youth in your region,
- willing to make European politicians aware of youth problems faced by peers in your region
…just contact the AER Secretariat!
You will be asked to provide a Membership Form, filled in and signed.
Contact per son: Anastasia KIRILOVA, AER Committee Education, Culture and Youth (a.kirilova@aer.eu)
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